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Methyl Orange as a Screening Reagent for Organic Bases
To the Editor:
Recently an improved colorimetric procedure for the assay of amphetamine in urine was reported (1). CHEM. 17, 1016 (1971) .
2.
Brodie, B. B., and Udenfriend,S., The estimation of basic organic compounds and a technique for the appraisal of specificity. . 1. Biol. Chem. 158, 705 (1945) . Exp. Ther. 110, 315 (1954 Many clinical chemists are sympathetic to efforts by the community to avoid pollution of the atmosphere and our water systems, but have not looked critically at pollution problems generated in the clinical chemistrylaboratory. A gross example is the discharge of mercuric salts into the waste water system during the analysis of serum chloride.
The most widely used automated procedure for the determination of chloride uses a saturated solution of mercuric thiocyanate as one of its reagents. The mercuric salt is in a soluble form during the entire procedure and is discarded into the sewage sys-
